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	RDS Spring Agriculture and
Forestry Awards

Irish Forest & Woodland Awards 

2025/2026 Application Form

	


	

	Silvicultural Excellence and Innovation Award Category

Aim Of Award:
· To recognise excellence in the management of a forest (broadleaf, conifer, mixed or coppice) where:
· timber production is the main management objective; and
· innovation is being used in that management.

Prizes Available:
· The winner in each category will receive €2,000 and an RDS Spring Awards Trophy
· Each runner-up will receive €1,000 and an RDS Certificate of Merit

Submission Method & Deadline:
· Please submit entries before: 30 January 2026
· Via Email at: forestry@rds.ie
· Via Post at: RDS, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4.

The RDS Spring Awards are Irelands premium agricultural awards that celebrate & promote the principles of climate-smart agriculture.

The Awards recognise the very best farmers, foresters, agri-entrepreneurs and innovators in Ireland.

The 2025/26 Irish Forest and Woodland Awards will be presented as part of the RDS Spring Awards in the RDS Concert Hall in April 2026.






	Name of Owner
	

	Address
	




	Home Phone Number
	


	Mobile Phone Number
	

	Email Address
	


	Address of Site 
(if different from home address)
	



	Name of Forest Manager / Advisor 
(if applicable)
	

	Please remember to include images, a site map and a clear location map with your application. Also provide the name of the nearest town/village and distance from same. 

Please Note: Failure to include a clear location map (using the Ordnance Survey Ireland (now Tailte Éireann) Discovery Series map at 1:50,000 scale) will result in your application being rejected.



	Establishment

	Total Area Planted
Note: The area entered must be a minimum of four hectares, there is no maximum area.
	

	Year of Planting
Note: Areas must be planted for at least 15 years and should be “in production” (thinned at least once  or shaped in the case of broadleaf forest).
	

	Species Composition
Please indicate species planted. If more than one species state the approximate % of each.








	Access
Please indicate if inspection paths have been made through the forest/woodland

	Yes
	


	
	No
	




	Management Plan
Please note that a valid Silvicultural Excellence Award Forestry application must include a Management plan and applications without such a plan will not be considered.
Have you attached a Management Plan?
	Yes

	



	
	No
	



	Tell us about your Forest/Woodland
Please describe your forest/woodland and tell us why you think your entry would make a worthy winner of this award.

	














	Describe any innovative methods or techniques used in the management of the Forest/Woodland.
Innovation could be in areas such as the original species selection, management techniques, machinery used, wood products produced, etc.
Please note that while innovation is not a requirement for this category, its use in the woodland may enhance the application.

	









	Have you previously entered the Irish Forest and Woodland Awards?
Note: First Place Award winners in the previous four years are not eligible to enter in 2025/26 for the category in which they previously won

	Yes/No.
	


	If yes please give details.
	




	Completed Entry Form, Layout Plan, and Location Map, should be returned 
to: 
RDS Irish Forest and Woodland Awards 
RDS, 
Ballsbridge, 
Dublin 4

Or via email to forestry@rds.ie

On or Before: 30 January 2026

Please note the judges may wish, but are not obliged, to inspect a woodland 
following a study of the completed entry form.

For further information please contact the RDS on +353 (0)87 1877253, 
or email forestry@rds.ie

The data you provide in this form will be processed for your entry to the RDS Irish Forest and Woodland Awards. The RDS Irish Forest and Woodland Awards is an event run and managed by the RDS. The purpose for the processing of personal data relating to you (“Data”) is to assess and evaluate your entry. Processing of your Data is done with your consent, or pursuant to our contract, or for pre-contractual steps, or done in the legitimate interest of the RDS to assist in the provision of its chartable aims.
 
By providing your information, you confirm your agreement to this processing. Please note that you are responsible for informing the RDS of any subsequent changes to this Data. For further details of how we process your Data, the categories of persons to who we disclose your Data, and all other matters contained in Articles 12-14 of the General Data Protection Regulation, please visit www.rds.ie/privacy to view the RDS Privacy Policy.
The RDS would like to acknowledge the support of the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine in the delivery of the Irish Forestry and Woodland Awards.[image: ]



image2.jpeg
An Roinn Talmhaiochta,
Bia agus Mara

Department of Agriculture,
Food and the Marine





image1.png




